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UKMT Maths Challenge Success 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 
11 took part in this 
year’s UKMT Intermediate 
Mathematical Challenge, 
achieving fantastic success.  
In total, 35 certificates 
were awarded to our      
students with 4 Gold, 16      
Silver and 15 Bronze.   

The UKMT organises national mathematics competitions and other maths enrichment     
activities for pupils aged 11-18. 40% of pupils nationally are awarded certificates, with the 
top 6% receiving a gold certificate, the next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze.              
This means that 35 students 
at Manchester Academy 
were in the top 40% of   
young mathematicians who 
took part in the challenges. 
There were exceptional     
performances by Year 11  
students Zalan Rehman,    
Mohamed Karama, Awab  
Alshami and Aicha Al Saty, 
who achieved a gold          
certificate.                             
Zalan Rehman’s performance 
was fantastic as he was 
awarded the “Best in School” 
certificate for achieving the highest score.  
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Welcome from 
Principal,  
Mr Eldon 

The days are getting longer and it’s great to wave goodbye to the cold winds of winter.     
We have had an incredibly busy term, including our visit from Ofsted which went well.     
The inspectors recognised the transformational journey we have been on in the past six 
months and the students represented the Academy, the community and their families with 
pride. We will build upon this success over the next few years, with the future looking              
exciting for the Academy. 
Year 11 are rapidly approaching their GCSE examinations and over the Easter holiday there 
are a range of Super Learning Days across all subjects to support revision. We are working 
hard as a team to provide excellent student support, revision materials and access to a 
wealth of online revision resources. The new GCSEs are more challenging but Year 11 have 
taken this seriously and are working hard to prepare for the long exam season.  
Year 10 need to be ‘Year 11 Ready,’ as they will soon be the oldest students in the Academy. 
In the second half of the summer term, there will be the important end of Year 10 Big Tests. 
It is these exams which help us track which students are on track to meet our challenging 
targets for Year 11. We also need to start thinking about the college application processes 
and what choices students want to make post-16. It is a very competitive market and we 
want to support our students to secure places in the very best colleges in the North West. 
Year 9 have completed their options process and we will be able to share with students 
which options they have secured after Easter. This year we have placed more of a focus on 
the academic ‘EBacc’ route, which is appropriate for higher ability students. Year 9 have 
been excellent through the whole options process and have taken their choices seriously. It 
is exciting to be able to shape your curriculum and we feel they are now ready to deal with 
the demands of Key Stage 4. Some Year 9 courses will move onto GCSE content in the     
summer term, giving students a foundation for next year. 
In the lower school, Year 7 and Year 8 have been adapting to our Big Test process and      
during the summer term the Big Tests will be assessing their progress across the whole year 
group. This will allow us to review sets for the next academic year and also intervene if    
students are not making the appropriate progress. There will also be a wealth of other      
activities for the lower school to be involved with, as we build upon our success in          
charitable fundraising, as well as giving students exciting opportunities outside of the    
classroom— all in line with our commitment to provide an Education with Character. 
I wish all our families a restful and safe Easter and thank you for your continued support 

and loyalty. 
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Congratulations to Form 7LBU 

Year 11 boys win Quarter Finals of the Manchester Cup 

Congratulations to our Year 11 students who 
beat Chorlton High School 6-2 in the finals of 
the Manchester Cup in January.                         
They came back from 1-0 down at half-time to 
win the match.  
Mr Sealy named Hilal as Man of the Match and  
he gave a special mention to Souhail for scoring 
a wonder goal — well done team!  

Congratulations to Form 7LBU, 
who were awarded a party at 
the end of term by Head of 
Year 7 Mr Boyle and Year 7 
Pastoral Support Worker Ms 
Flowers.                                       
They received the least 
amount of lates, the most 
merits and the best attend-
ance as a form for Year 7.                         
Mr Boyle said he was very 
proud of them and they had 
worked very hard this term. 

Students and staff mark British Science Week 
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We had a busy week in school to mark British Science Week 
(March 8 - 17), with plenty of activities organised throughout 
the week for students to take part in. 
A student busking team delivered activities in school with the 
staff and students.         
Our teaching staff demonstrated a series of lunchtime        
experiments, including frog, heart and fish dissections and          
Forensic Science demonstrations.                                              
We also welcomed Mr Poblocki, research technician at the 
University of Liverpool, who took part in momentum and   
energy experiments.  
Head of Science Ms Latif said Year 10 students also planned 
two trips to Claremont and Heald Place Primary Schools with 
great professionalism.  



Year 10 students practice their French in role play task 

Our Year 10 students took part in 
a French role play task with Miss 
Craig-Kgasago in February, 
where they practiced their own            
dialogue by ordering French    
pastries and drinks.                    
Miss Craig-Kgasago said the class 
had worked hard on their own          
dialogues and had been         
practicing hard over several 
weeks with listening and       
translation activities.                                              
C'est formidable!   

Year 8 students make chicken wraps 
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 Our Year 8 students had fun making 
chicken wraps in their Hospitality 
class with Mrs Stack and Ms      
Hawthorne in January.  
They learnt to use eggs for binding 
and coating, making breadcrumbs 
for chicken goujons which they    
seasoned with salt, pepper, chilli 

and curry powder. 
Najla Omar said: “I never knew how to cook 
chicken before. We learnt how to make sure it 
was cooked properly.” 
Maria Scott said she might try making the recipe 
at home. 
Shannon Foday added: “I really enjoyed making 
the chicken wrap and I’m looking forward to 
eating it.” 
Mrs Stack said the class were a great group and 
they had done really well. 
 

 



Year 9 football team visit Man Utd AON Training Complex 
 

Year 9 students learn about world of business 

Our Year 9 football team 
were chosen to attend the 
AON Training Complex to 
play football with the     
Manchester United Under 
18 squad in March.  
They took part in training, 
played matches and even 
met Under 18 player James 
Garner, who made his first 
team debut in February 
against Crystal Palace.                    
Man Utd Foundation’s 
Schools Partnership Officer, 

Mr Campbell, said their attitudes were brilliant, they worked very hard and enjoyed the 
afternoon a lot. 

Our Year 9     
students learnt 
a lot about the 
world of      
business and 
commerce    
during an      
Enterprise   
Challenge   
competition. 
The nationwide 
competition is 
run by Business 
in the         
Community 
and The 
Prince’s Trust. 
Manchester Academy was one of four schools competing from the North West region in 
February. The Year 9 students played an online business simulation game, where they  
learnt how to run a business and how to produce, market and sell a product. They also 
pitched a business idea based on the local community. 
They were mentored by employees from the Co-op Bank, The Prince’s Trust and Business 
in the Community. 
Year 9 Director Miss Tempest said the students really enjoyed taking part. 
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Debate Mate Urban Cup winners! 

Our students who take part in our Debate Mate after school club are celebrating, after 
winning two rounds out of two in the Debate Mate Urban Cup in Ashton in February.  
The group put their debating skills to the test against other schools from around         
Manchester including Cedar Mount Academy, East Manchester Academy, Manchester 
Communications Academy and Great Ashton Academy. 
Topics included arguing against the motion that digital technology is harmful - our         
students made a very emotive and broad argument about how technology has shaped  
education and healthcare. The other round was supporting the motion that modern arts, 
literature and drama should replace classical subjects that are currently taught in schools.                    
Mrs Ekrami said for some of the boys it was their debating debut.                                    
Congratulations to all involved! 
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Our students have been learning all 
about drones in our after-school 
Drone Club on Thursdays with Mr 
Savage. They've been shown how 
to put drones together, change 
their propellers and fly them on the 
field.  They have been learning 
different techniques each week.                 
The Academy’s after-school clubs 
are an example of our commitment 
to provide an Education with     
Character. 

Students take part in drone club after school 



Our Year 10 students have been setting an example to toddlers at a nearby primary school, 
by taking part in mentoring sessions as part of a Teens and Toddlers program. 
Run by a company called Power 2, students have been completing the program one     
morning a week over 16 modules.  
 
As part of the program, our students are acting as mentors and a role models to children at 
the nursery at Divine Mercy RC Primary School. They have been engaging in group work 
learning, which includes coaching to boost their confidence and aspirations. They also have 
the opportunity to gain a national qualification in Interpersonal Skills.                                         
 
The students mentor the same toddler each week and they are all enjoying building up a 
relationship and showing them how they should behave in school. 
Lana Ibrahim said she was really enjoying the program and that it was also helping her to 
better understand her younger sibling. 
 
The Teens and Toddlers program has been organised in school by Pastoral Manager Ms 
Artingstall.  
There is another cohort of Year 9 students who are taking part in the program, who are 
mentoring toddlers from Claremont Primary School on Thursdays. 

 

Students take part in Teens and Toddlers program 
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Our Year 11  
Hospitality     
students were 
busy preparing 
and serving up 
a delicious Thai 
takeaway meal 
on a Friday 
lunchtime for 
38 members of 
staff, which 
raised £190 for 
Comic Relief.  
Year 11           
students ran a 
Friday takeaway 
service in 

March as part of their Unit Three BTEC Hospitality and Catering, so that staff were able to 
place their order for £5 for vegetable samosas, sweet potato Thai curry, rice and naan 
bread, along with raita dip and mango chutney. 
Vice Principal Mrs McMullen led the class, accompanied by Ms Hawthorne, Food           
Technology Technician. Mrs McMullen said the students had worked well together as a 
team.  
Big congratulations to all students who took part — it was delicious!  

Year 11 students offer Thai takeaway service for staff 

Page 8 

Key Stage Three Computing students 
marked Safer Internet Day in          
February by exploring the choices 
learners make online, looking at the 
meaning of consent and how we give 
and receive it online.  
Congratulations to Hassan Moham-
mad Anjum, Kawa Muhammad and 
Isiah Ward-Ullah, who were awarded 
fountain pens by Ms Rashid for       
designing the best posters. 
Safer Internet Day is celebrated    
globally in February each year, promoting the safe and positive use of digital technology for 
children and young people.  

Students design posters for Safer Internet Day 



Year 10 students in workshop at Whitworth Art Gallery 

Our Year 10 students took 
part in an exciting 
art/performance workshop 
at Whitworth Art Gallery in 
January. They worked with 
the gallery’s Secondary and 
Post 16 Coordinator Ms  
Bowler and a creative artist 
to generate ideas through 
art, creative writing and    
music, inspired by the        
gallery's William Hogarth    
exhibition.  
Music teacher Mr Kraweckyj 

accompanied the students to Whitworth Art Gallery. The next stage was for the pupils to 
come up with their own 2019  version through whatever medium they study.  

 
 
 

Another cohort of Mental Health Champions has been trained to work on improving   
mental health across the Academy, with the help of double Judo Olympian Sophie Cox.                                                                       
Students involved were Ibrahim Mohammad, Sonia Malik, Muskan Syeda, Emmanuel  
Johnson and Rukayat Yusuff.  They will attend a conference in July to share the work 
they’re doing with other schools.                                         
The mental health champions and another 13 Year 10 students learnt about the factors 
that improve well-being such as sleep, nutrition and exercise.  They also had an                
introduction to mindfulness, visualisation and deep breathing techniques.                         
The students all enjoyed the sessions in March, led by Olympian Sophie, who is also a 
British Champion, Commonwealth Bronze Medallist and Double European Silver Medallist.                                        
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Students in training to improve mental health 



Stride students get busy with new greenhouse 

Our Stride students have been getting acquainted with the new greenhouse on the school 
allotment, thanks to Mrs Mason who applied for funding for the greenhouse before 
Christmas. The greenhouse has been supplied and constructed by a company called First 
Tunnels. 
 
This now means that students can plant bulbs and vegetable seeds, such as carrots, sweet 
peas and broad beans, plus tomatoes in growbags.  
First tunnels also supplied a heater to keep the seedlings from getting damaged by the 
cold through the winter.  
 
Mrs Mason said: “I applied for funding for the greenhouse because I thought it would be 
good for our students to understand more about starting gardening from scratch.” 
The students are already familiar with growing bulbs and seeds in a greenhouse, as there 
is one at the Alexandra Road South Allotment in Whalley Range, where they have started 
working every fortnight. 
 
The students were working on the allotment in January, to make sure all the seeds they 
have already planted outside were coming along ok, despite the colder weather.  
So far, frost has not affected the broad beans and onions, which were already coming 
through! 
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Term Dates  
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Term Dates 

Autumn 
Term 1 

INSET Day 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 – All Staff in School 

INSET Day 2 (Planning Day) Tuesday 4th September 2018 – All Staff in School 

First Day of Term for year 7 students Wednesday 5th September 2018 

Start of Term for Years 8 - 11 

Thursday 6th September 2018:- 
Year 7, 8 and 9 @ 8.30am 

Years 10 and 11 @ 9.50am 

School Closes Friday 19th October 2018 

Autumn Half Term Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Return to School Monday 29th October 

INSET Day 3 (Planning Day) Friday 30th November – School closed for students 

School Closes Wednesday  19th  December 

INSET Day 4 Thursday 20th December 

INSET Day 5 Friday 21st December 

Christmas Break Thursday 20th December to Friday 4th January 

Spring 
Term 1 

Return to school Monday 7th January 2019 

School Closes Friday 15th February 2019 

Spring Half Term Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd  February 

Spring 
Term 2 

INSET Day 6 (Planning Day) Monday 25th February 2019 -  School closed for students 

School Closes Friday 5th April 2019 

Easter Break Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

Summer 
Term 1 

INSET Day 7 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 – School closed for students 

Return to School Wednesday 24th April 2019 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019 

School Closes Friday 24th May 2019 

Summer Half Term Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 

Summer 
Term 2 

Return to School Monday 3rd June 2019 

INSET Day 8 Wednesday 5th June 2019 – School closed for students 

School Closes for Summer Friday 19th July 2019 

Public Holidays 2018-2019   Staff Training (INSET) Days 

Christmas Day: 25th December 2018   Monday 3rd September 2018 

Boxing Day: 26th December 2018   Tuesday 4th September 2018 

New Year’s Day: 1st January 2019   Friday 30th November 2018 

Bank Holiday: 2nd January 2019   Thursday 20th December 2018 

Good Friday: 19th April 2019   Friday 21st December 2018 

Easter Monday: 22nd April 2019   Monday 25th February 2019 

May Day: Monday: 6th May 2019   Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 27th 
May 2019 

  Wednesday 5th June 2018 



Contact us  
 

Post: Moss Lane East, Moss Side, Manchester, M14 4PX 
 

          Telephone: 0161 232 1639  
 

 Email: office@manchester-academy.org 
 

Twitter: @McrAcademy  

Student Testimonials 

"I like Manchester Academy because everyone here is very 
friendly and helpful.  I enjoy all the different subjects and the 
teachers are very nice.” Cheryl Thananki, Year 8 student. 
 
“I like Manchester Academy because our teachers encourage 
and inspire us to learn and never give up, so we can get the 
highest grades possible.” Mobasher Benotman, Year 9 student.  
 
“I like Manchester Academy because the teachers are very 
helpful and support you consistently.” Abdullah Alzawam, Year 
11 student.  
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